


Construction Products Regulations
On 1st July 2013, the Construction Products Regulations (CPR) introduced major changes to the UK construction product market, including requirements for CE Marking and Manufacturers Declaration of Performance.

The CPR repeals and replaces the Construction Products Directive (CPD), moving from a voluntary Directive to compulsory Regulations. The CPD/CPR were introduced to break down technical barriers to trade for construction products between the member states of the European Economic Area. To facilitate this, a pan European system of Harmonised European Standards (hEN) – sometimes referred to as European Standards or European Norms - were commissioned to set benchmark specifications for individual product types. Examples of these include the EN 131xx package of standards for general building insulation and the EN 143xx package for insulation in Building Services applications.

Declaration of Performance (DoP) and CE Marking
The manufacturer of a construction product placed on the European market and covered by a hEN or European Technical Assessment (ETA) is required by the CPR to draw up a Declaration of Performance (DoP). The aim is to ensure that the manufacturer takes responsibility for the conformity of the product to the hEN or ETA. CE Marking verifies that the manufacturer has strictly followed all the applicable procedures for drawing up the DoP and that the DoP is accurate and reliable.
Central to the CPR is testing of products as placed on the market, including mandatory fire testing under the Euroclass system to EN 13501-1. Insulation types commonly used in the UK construction market are already covered by hENs and so have to be CE Marked from July 2013 onwards.
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